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Ensuring public safety and order is a task of many bodies which in the doctrine are referred to as
the Administrative Police. The article presents an outline of the history of the Police in Poland. The
author explores the historical and legal aspects of the formation and development of the police in Poland:
the need to maintain law and order was an important aspect of the security of the Polish state as early as the
10th century. The formation of the Police was a long-term process, which in Poland began in the early Piasts
times. Between the 10th and 12th centuries, the judicial, administrative and police functions were not separated,
therefore many officials performed them simultaneously. A significant development of this law enforcement
body took place in the 17th and 18th centuries, when the aim was to strengthen the power of the ruler and to
discipline the subjects completely. In the 19th century in the Kingdom of Poland demonstrates that the system
of police units was expanded. Great emphasis was placed on observations of Polish independence circles.
An important role at that time was played by the gendarmerie, which was used for police tasks. Between
1919 and 1939 several important changes were made in the State Police system. In 1920, the Police was
militarised due to the ongoing war with the Soviets. The establishment of the State Police, called the Citizen’s
Militia, by the decree of the Polish Committee for National Liberation in 1944 was an important element in
the history of the Police. In 1954 as a result of the decree on the main state administration bodies in the field
of internal affairs and public security and the Militia became separated from public security bodies. In 1989,
as a result of economic and political changes took place in Poland and other European countries the security
forces underwent a transformation. The adoption of the Police Act in 1990 was an evolutionary moment for
police units. The functioning of the Police in the 21st century has been based on it. The article examines in detail
the current functions of the Police in Poland and makes suggestions for improving the functioning of these
state bodies and the legal regulation of their activities. Regulations are understood as rules and regulations
which aim to regulate activities, tasks within an institution, obliging employees and members to obey them.
With regard to institutions like the Police, regulations are normative acts, issued by authorities. The main tasks
performed in everyday life have been indicated and the basic legal forms of activity of the Polish Police have
been specified. The contents of this article do not cover the entire area of research and constitute only a selected
aspect of a wider scientific research.
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3abesreucHHs IPOMaJIChKOI OE3IICKH i IIOPAIKY € 3aBIaHHAM Oararbox opraH1B SKi B JOKTPUHI HA3WBa-
I0TbCsl /IMIHICTPaTHBHOO nouiniero. Crarrs TpE/ICTaBIIAE icropiro nomiuii B [Tonbmi. ABTopka nociipkye
1CTOPHKO-IPaBoBi acrekTH (popMyBaHHsI if po3BUTKY mouiwii B [Toabiui, ayke HEOOXIIHICTS MATPAMAHHS IIpa-
BONOPSAKY Oyiia BayKIIMBUM aCTIEKTOM Oe3IeK! MOIBCHKOT IepyKaBH i€ Ha TTOYaTKy X CTOmTTS. DopMyBaHHS
nofimii OyJo TpuBanuM TporiecoM, sikui y TlonbIni posmnovaBes 3a mpasiiHHs auHactii [T°sictiB. Y nepion
Mik X 1 XII cromiTTsiMu CyJ0Bi, aAMiHICTpaTHBHI Ta Nomineichki QyHKUii He Oynu po3aineHi, ToMy Oarato
YUHOBHHUKIB BUKOHYBAJIX 1X OJIHOYACHO. 3HAYHHI PO3BUTOK CUCTEMA IIUX [TPABOOXOPOHHKX OpraHiB OTpuMaia
B XVII-XVIII cTomiTTsX, KOIU BU3pija MeTa 3MIITHEHHSI BIIa U MIPABUTEN 3 TIPATHEHHSM ITOBHICTIO JTUCIIH-
wiiHyBaty mignanux. ¥ XIX cromirri B KOpOJ'IiBCTBi [10716CHKOMY PO3IIOYNHAETHCS IIPOLIEC PO3LIMPCHHS CHC-
TEMH MOJILEHCHKIX OPraHiB. ¥ Ieil 4ac roJ0BHUN aKLEHT OyB 3pOOICHHH Ha CIIOCTEPEKCHHSX 3a AISUTBHICTIO
TOJILCBKOTO PyXy 33 HE3AJICHKHICTb. BaxiuBy ponb TOAI Bifirpasana skaHaapMepis, sxka BHKOPHCTOBYBAJIACS
I BUKOHAHHS MOJILENCHKUX 3aBIaHb. Y HGplOI[ Mix 1919 ta 1939 pokamu Bxe B Mexkax He3anexxHoi [1osb-
CBKOI JICpKaBH 10 CUCTEMU JCPIKABHOI MOILIT OyJ10 BHECCHO ACKLIbKA BaXIMBUX 3MiH. Y 1920 poui mosiwito
Oymo MlmTameBaHo depe3 TpuBarody BiiiHy 3 Pajsicekoto Pociero. Llle ogHuM BakIMBHUM €TaoM y po3-
BUTKY OJLIi Oyl1o cTBOpeHHst JlepxkaBHOT modiwii, sIKy HasuBaau I’ poMasiHCHKOR0 MUTILIERO 3MiHO 3 yKa30M
1o1BCHKOTO KOMITETY HAI[IOHATIBHOTO BU3BOJNCHHs 1944 poky. V 1954 poui BHACHINOK BHAAaHHS YKasy 1po
TOJIOBHI OPraHu AePKaBHOIO ynpaBmHH;I y cepi BHYTpIIIHIX ClIpaB Ta TPOMAJICbKOT Oe3neKn Mifilis Bigo-
KpeMuIacst BiJ| Oprauis Jep;kaBHOI Ge3MEKH Ta CTalla Ha CI1yxOy TOAILHBOro pexumy. ¥ 1989 poui B pesyiis-
TaTi CKOHOMIYHUX 1 IOJITHYHKX 3MiH y losbiui Ta iHIMX €BPOMEHCHKIX KpaiHaX CHIH 0e3MeKH 3a3HaIU 3MiH.
[puitaarTs 3akony mpo MiTirito B 1990 porli cTaixo eBONOIIHHIM MOMEHTOM JUTS TIOTIIEHCHKHX ITiIPO3ILTIB.
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Ha npomy 6asyerncst dynkuionysanss mominii y XXI cTomitri. ¥ cTaTTi ASTanbHO PO3TIAIAIOTECS TOTOYHI
yHxuii momiuii B [0kl Ta BHOCATHCS IPOMO3KLIT 100 BAOCKOHAICHHS (QYHKLIOHYBAHHSI LUX IePKaBHAX
OpraHiB, IPABOBOTO PETYJIIOBAHHS iX AisUTbHOCTI. [IpaBoBe peryimoBaHHs PO3DISIAETHCS K peaizallis Hop-
MaTHBHHX aKTiB, CIIPSIMOBAHKX Ha PETyIIOBAHHS AIsUIBHOCTI, 3aBIaHb B YCTAHOBI, [0 3000B’S3yOTh IiAPO3-
JnM ominii Ta iXHiX npariBHuKiB. Ha3saHO OCHOBHI 3aBlaHHs, sKi BUKOHYIOTBCS B TIOBCSKICHHOMY JKHUTT,
Ta BU3HAYEHO OCHOBHI MPaBOBi ()OPMHU TiSUTBHOCTI MOJBCHKOT MOMiMii. 3MICT CTaTTi HE OXOIUTIOE BCIO cq)epy
JOCHIKEHb 1 CTAHOBUTB JIMIIE BUOPAHUI acHeKT O1TBII IHUPOKOTO HAYKOBOTO JOCIIIKEHHS.
Knrouosi cnosa: noniyis, aominicmpayis, cmpykmypa, (yrkyii, besnexa.

Introduction. The position of the Police in
the system of public administration authorities
has been changing over the years. The Police, as
a unit, has been present in the history of Poland
since the Piasts dynasty, i. e. since the 10th cen-
tury. The process of formation of this body has been
long and it has taken various shapes. Regardless
of the name, structure and subordination, it has
always been an armed formation, serving the state,
whose aim has been to protect security and public
order. The political and economic changes, initiated
in 1990 also influenced the legal transformations in
the structure and scope of the Police. Anew law was
passed, which to some extent referred to the inter-
war period solutions. Although the act in its original
version was imperfect, containing many ambiguities
and gaps, it became a foundation for a new defini-
tion of the legal position of the Police as a formation
serving not only the state but also the society. The
main aim of the article is to characterise the Police
as an organ in the structure of public administration
and to present its organisation and functions. Since
1 January 1999, the police authorities have been
a part of structures of a combined government
administration - with the province governor as its
superior at the province level and the district gov-
ernor at the district level. In this way the position
of a province governor was strengthened in rela-
tion to these bodies. This fact makes a significant
change in the legal and organisational structure
of the Police. Currently, the Police is a strongly hier-
archical unit, where interactions between the posts
are made through official orders.

Police: historical outline

The need to maintain law and order was
an important aspect of the security of the Polish
state as early as the 10th century. The formation
of the Police was a long-term process, which in
Poland began in the early Piast times. The word
“policja” appears in the Polish history in the 16th
century in Stanistaw Orzechowski's work [8] — Poli-
cya Krolestwa Polskiego, published in 1565 [5]. The
term derives from the word “politeja”, which in Greek
means city management. The meaning of the term
was very broad as it presented the general scope
of state’s functions. Between the 10th and 12th cen-
turies, the judicial, administrative and police func-
tions were not separated, therefore many officials
performed them simultaneously [6]. In the prince‘s
surroundings, there were such positions as “count
of the palace”, “mint master”, “governor”, “castel-
lan” and “justycjariusz”. The count of the palace not

only administered and managed the royal court,
but also performed tasks related to security. When
a person from the prince's surroundings commit-
ted a crime, it was the count’s responsibility to
capture the criminal. In those times, the problem
of counterfeiting of money also began to arise.
A significant function at that time was performed
by a mint master, who managed the national mint.
Apart from collecting taxes, he was also engaged
in the prosecution and punishment of people pro-
ducing counterfeit coins. In the case of the gover-
nor, his tasks included administration of provinces,
but also their internal security. The castellan per-
forming judicial, administrative and police func-
tions replaced the former castle commissary. Over
time, the importance of this function diminished,
and the primary task was to prosecute the killers,
especially when the perpetrator was considered
to be unknown. The justycjariusz was a local offi-
cial, whose scope of activities would correspond
to the tasks of today's police officer. He was more
often called “executioner” because he was involved
in stopping criminals. His role increased over time,
he also dealt with investigative tasks, which made
him the person who carried out the inquisition pro-
cess. However, this office was abolished in the 15th
century, as a result of the nobility's fear of his great
interference in matters concerning their jurisdiction
[6]. The body we call Police today performed its
role between the 14th and 15th century and sup-
ported the authority of the state, while police law as
the main norm reinforced the ruler's governance.
A significant development of this law enforcement
body took place in the 17th and 18th centuries, when
the aim was to strengthen the power of the ruler
and to discipline the subjects completely. The police
law in force at that time represented the ruler's
statements, which had legal force. This was sup-
posed to ensure order in the state, and at the same
time satisfy the subjects. The ruler’s orders were to
ensure stability. However, these standards covered
only the obligations of the society, unfortunately not
the rights [7]. From the 18th century onwards, com-
mittees of good order and civil-military order com-
mittees were established (1789). The unambiguous
concept of police was defined in the French Crim-
inal Code (1795) and Prussian Landrecht (1794).
The changes of the content that took place over
the centuries were factors influencing its final defi-
nition. Until that time, the activities of the Police had
been included in the scope of administrative activ-
ities aimed at ensuring order and security. Analy-
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sis of the 19th century in the Kingdom of Poland
demonstrates that the system of police units was
expanded. Great emphasis was placed on observa-
tions of Polish independence circles. An important
role at that time was played by the gendarmerie,
which was used for police tasks. These tasks started
to be defined more strictly [7, p. 47-83], new units
were introduced. The establishment of the State
Police under the act of 24 July 1919 was an impor-
tant event in the history of the Polish Police. The
newly created security organisation was an execu-
tive body, whose financing was handled by the state
treasury. The structure was made up of regional
police headquarters, district police headquar-
ters and police stations in municipalities. More-
over, police guardhouses were created in emer-
gency situations. An important role was played by
the Chief of Police, who was the head of the entire
State Police force. The earlier act of 5 December
1918 on the organisation of the People’s Militia
and the act of 9 January 1919 on the organisation
of the Municipal Police were repealed by law [14].
The local authorities had considerable powers with
regard to the Police, as the Police was obliged to
provide assistance within the sphere of compe-
tence of the authorities and thus within the scope
of police tasks. Between 1919 and 1939 several
important changes were made in the State Police
system. In 1920, the Police was militarised due to
the ongoing war with the Soviets. At that time, it
was not possible to leave the service as it was pun-
ishable by law. The Police were completely subor-
dinated to the military. A few years later, in 1928,
the existing state administration was decided to be
transformed. The institution of the Police was also
to be changed, by means of the new ordinance
of 6 March 1928. The organisation of the unit was
based on military models. It was subordinated to
the administrative authorities in the area of public
order and security, while in terms of training or per-
sonnel matters it was subordinated to the police
superiors [9].

The year 1939 turned out to be difficult for
the Police. Many officers died in the September
attack. During the Nazi occupation, the Police
was supervised by the chief of the Order Police
and the criminal department was under the super-
vision of the chief of the Security Police [3, p. 1007].

The establishment of the State Police, called
the Citizen’s Militia, by the decree of the Polish
Committee for National Liberation in 1944 was
an important element in the history of the Police.
It was a unit serving the protection of the public
safety. The area of activity of the formation was
vast, and thus these units could be used to fight
the opponents of the ruling party [6].

Significant changes in the organisation
of the Militia were introduced in 1954 as a result
of the decree on the main state administration bod-
ies in the field of internal affairs and public secu-
rity. At that time the Militia became separated from

L

public security bodies. Decree of 21 December
1955 concerning the organisation and operation
of the Citizen’s Militia was in force until 1983, when
the new law on the office of the Minister of Inter-
nal Affairs and the scope of operation of subordi-
nate bodies was introduced. According to this law,
the Militia was an executive body of the Minister.
The structure of the unit was also modified [7].

In 1989, economic and political changes took
place in Poland and other European countries. The
security forces underwent a transformation. The
adoption of the Police Act in 1990 was an evolu-
tionary moment for police units. The functioning
of the Police in the 21st century has been based
on it [6].

The concept, functions and characteristics
of the Police

The Police, as an armed and formed unit, has
two basic meanings in the Polish legal system —
formal and material. In the formal sense these are
bodies so called by law, while in the material
sense — authorities whose priority task is to take
care of safety, order, peace and public order and to
protect life, health and property. These activities
should be carried out regardless of how the leg-
islator has named a given body which has been
appointed to protect the aforementioned values [18].
As the Police unit is similar in structure to the mil-
itary system, it can be assumed that the uniforms
and armaments as well as its official subordination
are the distinguishing characteristic of the organisa-
tion. The above mentioned determinants, however,
are not the most important. A police officer also per-
forms tasks during which there is no need to carry
a weapon or wear a uniform [2, p. 15]. Referring to
the military patterns is aimed at raising awareness
of the high rank of the law enforcement authority,
as well as emphasising the strength and effective-
ness of the Police. Armament in the form of firearms
is a coercive measure, thanks to which the most
dangerous attacks can be effectively suppressed.
When it comes to the uniforms, they are an indi-
cator of centralised management of the Police unit
and its uniformity. The legislator, when creating
the definition of this organisation, aimed at indi-
cating the speed of its actions and the inhibition
of potential threats [11, p. 166—167].

The Police exist for the purpose of protecting
and maintaining public safety and order. These
tasks are not only confined to the Police Act
of 6 April 1990 [16], but they can also be found
in other numerous legal acts. These activities
are carried out for the benefit of the society that
the Police should serve. The Police need to be apo-
litical in their actions. This increases the confidence
of the society, the political neutrality of the unit
reduces the risk of conflict. Regardless of which
political party rules in the state, the Police carry
out the tasks laid down by law, while taking care
of proper respect for human dignity and the protec-
tion of human rights [11, p. 166—167].
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The systemic principles resulting from the Con-
stitution of the Republic of Poland [4] apply both to
the activities of the Police and other state security
bodies. The principle of a democratic state of law is
the most important among them and according to
it public administration bodies should function on
the basis of and within the limits of the law in force.
When taking action, officers of this unit are bound
by the principle of legality concerning the sphere
of the applied law. According to this rule, all actions
undertaken by police officers should follow the for-
mula: what is allowed is not prohibited [18, p. 182].

In accordance with the principle of unity,
the supreme authority has a superior function over
the others, which creates a hierarchical system.
A special position is held by the Chief of Police, who
is a competent authority for the protection of public
safety and order and reports to the Minister of Inte-
rior Affairs [18, p. 182]. Referring to the principle
of hierarchical subordination, all lower authorities
are subordinate to higher authorities.

The principle of efficient operation obliges
police officers to act quickly and effectively, bas-
ing on cost-effectiveness. This principle is related
to the appropriate organisation of internal police
branches, whose tasks are performed on the basis
of previously selected forms of action. At the same
time, it is connected with another rule — the prin-
ciple of specialisation, which is expressed through
the division of responsibilities between organisa-
tional units. Due to this division, branches dealing
with relevant matters which require specialist train-
ing in a given field have been created. Officers are
obliged to be available. This means they need to
be ready to take action, sometimes even threaten-
ing life and one's own safety, in the name of social
service [18, p. 183].

Police tasks

The basic tasks of the Police were defined in Arti-
cle 1 section 2 of the Police Act of 6 April 1990 [16].

These include:

— “protection of life and health of people
and property from unlawful attacks that violate
these goods;

— protection of public safety, law and order,
including ensuring tranquillity in public places
and public transportand communication, on the road
and on waters intended for use by the public;

—initiation and organisation of activities
aimed at preventing crimes, misdemeanours
and criminogenic phenomena and cooperating in
this respect with state and local government bodies
and social organisations;

—conduct of counter-terrorist activities within
the meaning of the Act of 10 June 2016 on counter-
terrorist activities;

—detection  of  crimes
and prosecution of perpetrators;

— protection of facilities constituting the seats
of members of the Council of Ministers, excluding
facilities serving the Minister of National Defence

and offences

and the Minister of Justice, indicated by the minister
in charge of internal affairs;

— supervision of specialised armed protection
forces to the extent specified in separate regulations;

—control of the observance of public order
and administration regulations related to public
activities or in force in public places;

— cooperation with the police forces of other
countries and their international organisations,
as well as with the bodies and institutions
of the European Union on the basis of international
agreements and separate regulations;

— collecting, processing and transferring criminal
information;

— maintaining data sets containing information
collected by authorised authorities on fingerprints,
unidentified latents from crime scenes and the results
of deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) analysis” [16, art. 2].

When creating a set of tasks, the legislator
listed them in a hierarchical order, starting with
the most important ones. First of all, the most
important objective of the functioning of the Police
was indicated, which is to protect people and their
property. Activities aimed at preventing public order
violations were also specified. Moreover, attention
was drawn to the aspect of making the society
aware of the acts committed, adopting the principle
that it is better to prevent than to impose a penalty
straight away. Another and at the same time one
of the most important tasks is the location of crimes
and offences, combined with the search for their
perpetrators, which ends with the application
of appropriate repressive measures against
them. Within the framework of these activities,
the Police make use of the implementing measures
indicated in the administrative procedure code,
the code of procedure for misdemeanour cases
and the penal code. The tasks also include
international cooperation with police forces, which
is based on international agreements [1].

In connection with the tasks performed, the Police
carry out activities of investigative, operational
and exploratory, administrative and orderly nature,
the aim of which is to identify, suppress and locate
crimes and offences, prosecute persons hiding
from justice, find those who have been granted
the status of missing persons [16, art. 14]. In
carrying out these activities, police officers have
the tools to make them more effective.

Such actions are understood as the right to:

— “check the identity of persons;

—arrest persons, in accordance with
the principles set out in the penal procedure code,
and those who pose a real threat to life and health;

— detain persons on temporary release and who,
for some reasons, have not returned to prison;

—take mucosal swabs and fingerprints from
indicated persons;

— search people as well as rooms;

— monitor and record images from rooms where
detainees are present, as well as perform the same
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activities in public places, with the additional
possibility of sound recording” [16, art 15(1)];

— “demand the necessary assistance from state
institutions, government and local government
administration bodies as well as entrepreneurs
performing public utility tasks; the mentioned
institutions, bodies and entrepreneurs are obliged,
within their field of activity, to provide assistance, in
the scope of binding legal regulations;

—seek necessary assistance from other
entrepreneurs and social organisations, as well as,
in case of emergency seek aid from any person,
within the framework of the applicable legislation”
[16, art. 15(1) 6-7].

While carrying out their duties, police officers
face various, often unpredictable difficulties,
therefore they also have the possibility to use direct
coercive measures against persons. This coercion
is manifested by the use of auxiliary means:
“physical force, handcuffs, straitjacket, body belt,
neutralising net, safety helmet, truncheon, water-
based incapacitating agents, dog or horse, non-
penetrative bullet, chemical incapacitating agents,
objects designed to incapacitate persons with
electricity, isolation room, spike strip and other
means to stop and immobilise motor vehicles,
service vehicles, means to overcome building
closures and other obstacles (including explosives),
pyrotechnics with stunning or dazzling properties”
[15, art. 12].

Legal forms of police activity

In Poland, the establishment of police service
takes place by nomination, and the application for
service is voluntary. The nomination takes the form
of an administrative act, unilateral, on the basis
of which a given candidate is commissioned to
perform tasks on a specific position [3, p. 1007].

The catalogue of legal forms of activity is very
extensive. In the case of the Police, a body which
has a peculiar character in the system of public
administration, it is closely related to the scope
of functions performed by it [10].

These include:

—“functions related to the implementation
of tasks in the sphere of public administration;

— criminal prosecution functions;

— justice system functions;

— functions relating to
proceedings;

— functions related to the performance of tasks
delegated by other state and public administration
bodies” [10, p. 12].

Among the legal forms of police activity, one
of the most important and basic ones is issuing
individual administrative acts. An administrative act
should be understood as “an individual, unilateral
legal act of a public administration body, which may
be issued in cases provided in the act or in another
general legal act in the field of administrative
law” [12; 13]. In many cases the acts take
the form of an administrative decision. Concerning

administrative

L

the activities of the Police, an administrative
decision occurs when this authority, on the basis
of administrative proceedings or special provisions,
announces decisions which concern particular
matters, e. g. road transport [17]. Each decision
is issued on the basis of an act which regulates
a given scope, through administrative proceedings.
The whole requires both instance and court control.

Issuing internal administrative acts is an example
of another form of activity. Its regulation is contained
in the Order Ne 17 of the Chief of Police of 14 May
2014 on methods and forms of performing tasks in
the Police with regard to legislation, legal assistance
and legal information [19].

Orders, regulations, decisions, guidelines are
considered as internal acts. In the case of an order,
it is understood to be a normative act, which is
issued on the basis of an act, by:

— police authorities;

— police school chiefs;

— Director of the Central
Laboratory;

— Commander - Rector of the Police Academy in
Szczytno [10, p. 21].

Examples of internal law acts that constitute
orders are:

—Order Ne 51 of the Chief Commander
of the Police of 10 August 2018 amending the order
on methods and forms of reporting in the Police
(Journal of Laws 2018.85) [23];

— Order Ne 17 of the Chief of Police, 14 May
2014 on methods and forms of performing tasks
in the Police with regard to legislation, legal
assistance and legal information (Journal of Laws
14 May 2014) [19];

—Order Ne 26 of the Chief of Police
of 19 February 2018 on methods and forms
of rejection of non-archival documentation in
the Police (Journal of Laws 2018.34) [20];

—Order Ne 30 of the Chief of Police
of 22 September 2017 on performing service on
the roads (Journal of Laws 2017.64) [22].

Regulations are understood as rules
and regulations which aim to regulate activities,
tasks within an institution, obliging employees
and members to obey them. With regard to
institutions like the Police, regulations are normative
acts, issued by authorities such as: commanders
of specialist police stations, police bodies, police
school commanders, Director of the Police Central
Forensic Laboratory, Commander of the Police
Academy in Szczytno [10, p. 21]. These regulations
are issued in the form of acts which define
the structure of a given organisational unit (tasks
of units forming these organisations, mode
of introduction of job description cards) [10, p. 22].

Decisions are acts of management and they are
issued by managers of given organisational units
of the Police. The purpose of the issued decisions is
to define specific tasks which will apply to subordinate
units and organisational units of the bodies. The

Police Forensic
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guidelines constitute the last internal act relating to
police units. They are issued by the Chief of Police.
These are supervision acts that are to explain
the content of normative acts and show the way to
their best possible application [21, art. 1(50)].

The legal forms of police activity include
material and technical activities. They consist
of the performance of activities having specific
legal effects. They shape legal relations by facts,
and not by standards of conduct. An example
of such an activity may be a situation in which police
officers carry out speed measurements and a given
driver fails to comply with them, in which case they
may punish him/ her with a fine in the form of a traffic
ticket. Material and technical activities are defined
by legal regulations, which results in the obligation
to adapt to them and to obey them [10, p. 21].

The socio-organisational activity is another
legal form of police operation. There is a problem
in the analysis of this issue when it comes to
creating a catalogue, which would indicate the forms
and means of action in a comprehensive manner.
This activity is characterised primarily by the lack
of power and interference in the sphere of freedom
and human rights, as well as regarding citizens.
Therefore, the task of the Police is to select
the most appropriate means of action and forms
that would lead to the achievement of a specific
goal. The standard of competence is the basis for
the application of this activity. In terms of everyday
life, the provision of information by means of the mass
media, done by the Police spokespersons constitutes
an example of social and organisational activity
of the Police. These activities have a positive impact
on the development of prevention in the society,
which contributes to a greaterawareness and a sense
of security [10, p. 28-29].

With regard to the civil-law agreement, another
example of the legal form of police activity, it can
be found only in the internal sphere, which is

References:

related to the performance of tasks that shape
property relations and the management of property
belonging to the Police [10, p. 29].

The administrative agreement is another
legal form of police activity, which is applied in
the implementation of tasks directly related to
guaranteeing the safety of people and ensuring
public order. Despite the differences between
the entities in legal, economic and organisational
matters, the agreements may be made by them.
The Police may conclude such an agreement
with government administration bodies, local
government, foundations, etc. It constitutes
a bilateral or multilateral activity on the basis
of legal regulations. The matters covered in
the agreement and the rules of operation constitute
the content of this agreement. The subject matter
of the agreement relates to the matters that fall
within the competence of the entities that conclude
it [10, p. 29-30].

Conclusions. During the analysis
of the process of creation and development
of the Police formation in Poland over
the centuries, it becomes visible that the legal
acts, coming both from the state and from
the formation itself, had a great influence on
its course. Due to the hierarchy of the structure
of the unit, it is necessary to create a sequence
of clearly indicated tasks and responsibilities to
ensure its proper functioning. Only the Police
that is operating efficiently can fully perform
the tasks entrusted to it, which constitute its
mission — the protection of public safety and order.
The candidates who are properly selected for
service in the Police constitute an important
element of an efficient Police. Predisposition
and identification with the profession guarantees
reliable performance of duties. The security
of each unit and of the whole country depends on
the efficient functioning of this body.
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